THE TRAGEDY OF RAMSAY MACDONALD

accepting as genuine a letter from Russia which was an
attempt to stir up revolution in this country.

In this mystery of the Red Letter there was a curious
circumstance that only came out four years afterwards, when,
MacDonald moved a motion in the House of Commons for
a full inquiry into the matter. On that occasion, a statement
\vas made by Mr. J. H. Thomas that MacDonald had never
initialled the draft letter of protest to Russia. After the
publication of the documents on the Saturday before the
election, MacDonald telegraphed the Foreign Office to ask
why the British Note was published, and got the reply : e You
initialled it.9 ' He knew,' said Mr. Thomas, * he had not, and
he had to face that audience and the country saying to himself :
" I am told I did something ; but, if I dare act, I shall throw
the Civil Service over." * There was no doubt that the letter of
protest was authoritative. MacDonald made many corrections
and amendments on it in his small, neat, unmistakable
calligraphy, and several of the words and phrases were
characteristically MacDonald's. The excuse that he did not
initial the document is a mere quibble.

This new defence was in reality an accusation of sharp
practice against the officials of the Foreign Office. Nobody
believed it, especially as there was by this time no one to
confute it.

The truth seems to be that MacDonald sought to use the
Red Letter, which he knew to be worthless, to rehabilitate
himself in the eyes of the Tories, after his blunder in the
Campbell case. His desire to be the stern Cato who would
stand no nonsense, lost the Labour Party the election.
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